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TriK W1I1T1<: HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


January 19 , 1953 



Ify dear Mr, Director; 

The President today signed an 
Executive Order entitled "National Security 
Medal." 


Ver^f sincerely yours, 



Executive Clerk 


General Walter Bedell Snath, U.S.A, 
Director of Central Intelligence, 
Washington, D, C, 
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COPY 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WMhiagtoa» D. C. 


Jaauarf 19, 19SS 


Dear Mr. Director: 

Porattaiit to Executive Order 10431 eigned by me thi# 
date* i beraby autborise you to make award* of the Hatitaial 
Security Medal in accordance wiUi the attacked regulationa. 
wbich 1 berdby a^rov*. 

You are alao ai^oriaed to prcfare for tbe Freaidant'e 
a^roval aucb furtker rulee and regulations not inconelstaat 
with the previeimis of Executive Order 10431* as may be necessary 
from time to time to accomplish its purposes. 

Tery sincerely yours, 

/»/ Harry Truman 


Honorable Waiter B. Smith 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Waehiagtoa* D. C. 


Approved For Release 2003/01/30 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R0009001 0001 5-0 



Approved For Release 2003/01/30 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R0009001 0001 5-0 


COPY 


(From the FHDERAl. REQSSTEH 
Volume I8t Nttsrtber 14 

WjMhiagttm, Thursday, Jimuary 22. Pag* ^30 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 10431 
NATIOWAI. SECPRJTY MEDAi. 


By eirttt* ^ the authority vested i» ra* ae Prealdent ol the ImUed St^ee 
and as Gommaader la Chief of the armed force* the Uaimd State*, It i* 
hereby ordered a* follow*: 

1. There is hereby established a medal to he known a* the Hatiooal Security 
Medal with aeeom^yiag rihhon* and appurteaaace*. The medal aad It* 
j^ttrtenaaeea ehaUhe of appropriate de*i«a, approved hy the executive 
Secretary of the IfMional Security Council. 

2. The Naticmal Security Medal may he awarded to any person, without 
regard to md:ionality. including member* M iMs arme«i force* of the United 
State*, for di*tlBiut*hed achievement or outotaading contributiwj on or after 
July 24, lf4t, to the field of totelUgence relating to the national security. 

3. The decoration eetabllehed by thie order shall be awarded by the 
President of the United State* or, under regtdation* approved by him, hy 
such pereon or person* a* he may designate. 


4. llo wa&rm- thaa one NMional Security Medal shall be awarded to any 
one person, bi^ for subsequent aervice* |a»tifytog an award, a *uitM»le device 
may be awarded to be worn with the Medal. 


5. Metobers of the armed force* of Ih* United State* who are awaritod 
the decoration eat^lished by thU order are mithorUed to wear the medal and 
the ribbon syndboUc of the award, ae may be autoorised by uniform reg«dMioa* 
approved by the Secretwry of Defense. 

6. The deemration estabUshed by thi« order may be awarded posthumously. 


HARKT TKUMAN 
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THE NATIONAL SECURITY MEDAL 


The early historical records of our country show recognition of 
the vital importance of obtaining accurate intelligence for guidance 
on matters of national interest. In this connection General George 
Washington in a letter to Colonel Elias Dayton, dated July 26, 1777> 
stated "The necessity of procuring good intelligence is apparent and 
need not be further urged." A General Order issued August 7, 1782 at 
the headquarters of the Continental Army, Newb\irgh, New York provided 
that badges of distinction be conferred on veteran non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers and provision for the award known as the Badge of 
Military Merit or the Decoration of the Purple Heart was made by the 
following language: 

"The General ever desirous to cherish virtuous ambi- 
tion in his soldiers as well as to foster and encourage 
every species of Military merit directs that whenever any 
singularly meritorious action is performed the author of 
it shall be permitted to wear on his facings over the left 
breast the figure of a heart in purple cloth or silk edged 
with narrow lace or finding, , , , . . 

"The road to glory in a patriot array and a free country 
is thus open to all. This order is also to have retrospect 
to the earliest stages of the war and to be considered as a 
permanent one" 

The first two Purple Heart awards were for valor in battle. The 
third Purple Heart rewarded a very different kind of service, performed 
by Sergeant Daniel Bissell through many months, inconspicuously and in 
secret. In this connection under General Orders of the Continental 
Army for Sunday, Jtine 8, 1783» there is the following paragraph: 
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"Serjeant Bissel of the 2^^ Connecticut having per- 

formed some important services, within the immediate know- 
ledge of the Co'Timander in chief, in Tshich the fidelity, per- 
severance, and good sense of the said serjeant Bissel were 
conspicuously manifested; it is therefore ordered that he be 
honored with the badge of Merit, he mil call at Headquarters 
on tuesday next for the insignia and certificate to wnich he 
is hereby entitled*" 

The citation begins by stating: 

"It hath ever been an established maxim in the American 
Seivice that the Road to Glory was open to all." 

It has been stated that the road of Daniel Bis sell led th'-ough 

extremes of peril, self-sacrifice and the shadows of disgrace. 

The award of the Purple Heart was discontinued, hovrever, and when 

subsequently revived was used as an awaid for the recognition of woxmds 

received in action against the enemy. 

Despite the early recognition in our country's history of the 

importance of intelligence there has never, until this time been created 

a decoration solely to reward outstanding performance in the field of 

intelligence. 

It is for this purpose, then that the National Security Medal has 
been created - to honor service in a field of vital importance to the 
nation and one in which proper recognition has heretofor been lacking. 
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